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Nostalgia is not a regressive,
but a prospective emotion.
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for a sociologist?
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Nostalgia is a social emotion
Fred Davis




We use nostalgia for a sense of
comfort and to slow down time

Michael Hviid Jacobsen



By holding on the nostalgia of the what-if,

we can access our future possible selves
Janelle Wilson



within retrogaming?
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Sociologist of the self, death, and social pain through video games.

Grand Theft Auto IV
and Nostalgic Disjuncture
Richy Srirachanikorn

PhD, Social & Cultural Analysis
Concordia University

Richy's talk at the Canadian Game Studies
Association conference focuses on the culturally
produced nostalgia of socially withdrawing people
(also known as Hikikomori) in television, comics, and
videogames. Richy contrasts this with a video game
that could reveal the nuanced experience of living in
social withdrawal. Inspired by Saito Tamaki's (1998)
"structural ignorance" of Hikikomori as a social issue,
Richy terms this playfully serious intervention,
"structural empathy" (Srirachanikorn 2024).
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Press Start Lost Again

Lost Again: Refractive Nostalgia and Video

Games

Richy Srirachanikorn

Concordia University, Canada

Abstract ‘?‘ Lost Aﬁin to be Found: Refractive Nostalgia... 3

Refraction .

In tackling chronophobia, which Svetlana Boy
anxiety of deciding how to use our time mean
video games become purposeful spaces wherg
we have lost, or what we anticipate will be los — el
games are ideal tools that help us retreat fro .
following Boym, I argue that this “does not he]
future” (2001, p. 351). To revisit or experienc
with time through games, players must lose
the present to pursue it. This circular use of n{ S

with chronophobia and in a state of feeling “lo . Social @——— S — 1. Personal
presents three case studies where nostalgic pl LIeAtve ———— Social
something generative for their present and fut 3 ‘Q 9:13 / 14:59
“lost again.” This original solution to chronoph

work, game studies, and nostalgia research, a

contribution of what I call “refractive nostalgia.”

Refraction is the bending of light (it also happens with sound, water and
other waves) as it passes from one transparent substance into another.

@B & Youlube L3

Keywords
Nostalgia; Boym; chronophobia; Roblox Titanic; Club Penguin;
Minecraft.

Psychological research has shown that video games
are effective conveyers of old and new nostalgia.
Sociologically, can we utilize video games to make
people feel nostalgic for the future?

Richy cites 3 games that successfully bring the idea
of loss (in the past, or a projected future) to generate
meaning, sociality, and potential collective action for
its players in the present. Club Penguin, Minecraft,
and Fallout 4 carry what Richy has termed as
Refractive Nostalgia (Srirachanikorn 2024).




NOSTALGIC FOR THE FUTURE.
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Nostalgia is a
idea of the past
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Theorizing regressive nostalgia:
Understanding exclusionary consumers as a
brand threat

Chloe Preece &, Finola Kerrigan b o, Daragh O'Reilly °

Show more v

Dr No-No: Brands face threat of ‘regressive nostalgia’

OCTOBER 21, 2024 11:33 AM

Marketing textbooks might well state
that consumers look to nostalgia in
’ hard times but brand owners are
/" being urged to tread carefully when
y ﬂ > adopting this strategy, amid claims
{:,/ . that many of the negative
connotations associated with the
oo past can alienate their core consumer
base.
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“A peculiar side effect of technological ‘progress’
in gaming is that the games of an era

become as obsolete as the hardware

they were designed for”

Jacob Birken



“Video games are the newest medium of storytelling
but the quickest to become obsolete”

Peter Makai
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Consumers form a nostalgic sensibility



“Nostalgia is not the property of an object

itself but... generated in our innerly
experienced relation to it”



“The value of a digital game... by its contribution to technological progress,
or, more cynically, by its claims to make older games obsolete”
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Jacob Birken

“mimic the joystick of
the ATARI 2600 console”
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“Keeping the retro titles alive
in the collective memory”
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Bowman et al.

Figure 1
Controller Comparisons Between the Controllers Used in the Current Study

NES Classic controller Wii Controller Classic Wii Controller Classic Pro

Dimensions: Dimensions: Dimensions:
5.5x 3.1 x 2 inches 6.3 x 4.2 x 4 inches 9.5 x 4.5 x 2.7 inches
5 ounces 8 ounces 9.4 ounces

Note. NES = Nintendo Entertainment System. See the online article for the color version of this figure.
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Discussion

In this study we investigated the nosmlgla—mducmg capabilities
i caging with classic video game

propertles Overall, we found no evidence that different controllers
had any impact on either personal nostalgia (recollections of one’s
own past experience) or historical nostalgia (a longing for past
experiences not part of one’s own past experience). M

although our etudy dxd not find noqtalgla to vary as a function of

oollectxve undemandmg of video games and nostalgla. Penonal
nostalgia was highest when players had more positive perceptions
of their in-game performance and prior gaming expertise, and his-
torical nostalgia was highest for younger players without prior
SMB experience who felt more positively about their in-game
performance.




NES Classic controller Wii Controller Classic Wii Controller Classic Pro
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There is No Magic Circle

Mia Consalvo View all authors and affiliations

Volume 4, Issue 4 https://doi.org/10.1177/1555412009343575

Contents 0 Get access Cite article 053 Share options @ Information, rights and permissions

Abstract

Games are created through the act of gameplay, which is contingent on player acts. However, to understand
gameplay, we must also investigate contexts, justifications, and limitations. Cheating can be an excellent
path into studying the gameplay situation, because it lays bare player’s frustrations and limitations. It points
to ludic hopes and activities, and it causes us to question our values, our ethics. In comparison, the concept

of the magic circle seems static and overly formalist. Structures may be necessary to begin gameplay, but we
JOHAN HUIZINGA cannot stop at structures as a way of understanding the gameplay experience. Because of that, we cannot
say that games are magic circles, where the ordinary rules of life do not apply. Of course they apply, but in

addition to, in competition with, other rules and in relation to multiple contexts, across varying cultures, and
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Counterfactual Nostalgia

Jesper Juul

“independent style
which can be describedasa
representation of a representation...

..such as large pixels, crayons, or low-poly 3D”



Counterfactual Nostalgia
Jesper Juul

u1l.2, by;:Maxisl ~ 1989




Counterfactual Nostalgia
Jesper Juul

SOCIAL
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1.2, by::Maxisi = 1989

retro = pixels = old = inferior = nostalgic look



A contemporary retro game has a

“retro flair with modern, focused gameplay”
Kayali & Shuh

Blockiness of the Game

Mojang/Microsoft’s Timelessness
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Minecraft Mods = xxxop

Consumers seek thlngs that look | Jike
the past for a sense of comfort and

to slow down time.
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Retro gaming is the rise of

“obsolete or obsolete-looking techniques
|that] have become an aesthetic choice”
Jacob Birken

Trending  SRExclusives ~ SR Database « Summer Movie Preview

10 Modern Games For Retro Gamers
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“Shattering of nostalgic selectiveness”

Robin Sloan



. . : : Post-digital paradigm
Digital saturation, leading to a

“renewed taste for the analogue”
Mattia Thibault

Not to go to the past, but just to hold something
that is not the present / sold as progress



W Music Week

Vinyl Alliance says Gen-Z is now the 'driving force' behind the
format's popularity

A new report from the Vinyl Alliance has explored why Gen-Z is embracing the format —
including integrating it into their digital lives.

28 Jan 2025



Retro games helps players

long for a “better past”
Maria Garda




That the “past is not necessarily

‘hetter’, but is a starting point
for emancipatory approaches”

Jacob Birken
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Club Penguin Users Finally Tip the
Iceberg, Solving Decadelong Mystery

By Brian Feldman




The connection has been lost.
Thank you for playing Club Penguin.
Waddle on!
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